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T he 4th edition of this text differs substantially from previ-
ous versions, most notably in added coverage of principles 

of general pathology in addition to the specific pathology of 
organ systems, and extensive use of color photographs and 
schematic illustrations of disease mechanisms. This expanded 
edition is modeled on the human medical text, Robbins and 
Cotran Pathologic Basis of Disease1; both are designed primarily 
as medical student texts but include sufficient depth of coverage 
to be useful for pathology residents and graduate students, as 
well as practitioners with an interest in pathology.

The first 6 chapters are entirely new, covering cellular and 
tissue responses to injury, vascular disorders and thrombosis, 
acute inflammation, chronic inflammation and wound healing, 
diseases of immunity and neoplasia and tumor biology, provid-
ing a mechanistic background for understanding pathologic 
processes detailed in the following 14 organ systems-based 
chapters. Many of the illustrations used are reproduced directly 
from the 7th edition of Robbins and Cotran, supported by color 
photographs of disease processes in animal species. Each of the 
systems pathology chapters begins with a review of basic organ 
anatomy and physiology, portals of entry, defense mechanisms 
and organ-specific pathophysiology and responses to injury, 
followed by discussion of the pathology of selected diseases. 
The breadth and depth of coverage is not intended to be ency-
clopedic, but rather to illustrate important diseases in various 
domestic species. The concepts and processes in these sections 
are reinforced by numerous color schematic diagrams and full-
color images. The systems-based chapters also often include 
a section on organ-specific methods of necropsy examination 

and tissue sampling, including in some, a basic introduction 
to microscopic examination and ancillary testing including 
immunohistochemistry and special stains.

One of the strengths of this edition is the high quality color 
images used throughout. Pathology is an intensely visual field, 
and the extensive use (typically 2–3 per page) of full-color gross 
photographs supported by selected histologic images provides 
excellent visual reinforcement of text concepts.

This edition also includes access to Elsevier’s online Evolve 
Learning System, a Web-based course management site. 
Registration as an instructor (subject to institutional verifica-
tion, which takes a few days) allows access to an image collection 
of most of the book’s illustrations which can be downloaded 
for use in lectures and presentations. Registering as a student 
provides access to the book’s learning resource site with links 
to other sites providing supplementary resources. At the time 
of review, these included a rather mixed collection of links to 
general online resources, journal homepages, related associa-
tion homepages, online case studies and learning modules from 
various Veterinary Colleges and University sites, much of which 
might be questionably useful, as well as suggestions on how to 
search the subject area in Medline using MeSH terms.

Finally, while the expanded format of this text has resulted 
in a doubling of the physical size of the volume, the purchase 
price has remained essentially the same, keeping it well within 
the budget of its target users.
1	 Kumar V, Abbas AK, Fausto N. Robbins and Cotran Pathologic Basis of 

Disease, 7th ed. Elsevier Saunders, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 2005.
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